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CENTRAL INTELLYCENCE AGENCY
INTELLICENCE MEMORANDUM No, 249 15 Novemher™1919

‘ -~
SUBJECTs  The Commmist Threst to Taiwan o el ld

.1'~.§‘M" o %@F‘k‘f

The principal military threat to the Nationalist position én ‘Taim
comes from Communist forcas on the mainland,. Thia thm&t. is enhance& by the
:therent basic ﬂeaknessea of the Nationaust eatablismmnt. on 'oha ialand; the
same basic weakneaaea which contributed 80 heavily to the Nationalist ¢ollapse
on the China mainland. The anti=Nationalist feoling among tha Taiwanese,
while detracting from the ability of the present regime t6 resist a Commonist
opsration against the island, lacks the leaderahtp, organisation, and armed
strength necessary to ovarthrow the ﬁationaliats. coxmnnniat, infiltration of
the island, both among the disaffectsd native population and Nationalist
armed forces, ié proceeding, bHut in Staelf is probably not strong enoupgh to
unseat the Nationalist regims. Although the Communist msinland force2 are
capable of assaulting Taiwan at any time during the coming winter months, a
major Communist effort probably will not ocour before Karch, by which tims
the Communists are expected to have completed certain preliminary operations
such as the capture of the Chushan Islanda, the securing, in a military sense,
of Bast China, and the massing of sufficient foreea,_ supplies and transport
of t‘.h@ Pulclen coaste In the face of such a major Communist assault, compounded
by the effects of native disaffection and Communist infiltration, the Nationalist
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probably could not hold the island, Document No. 00)
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Hatﬁ.ona'li-st ground forces on Taiwan numberl woll over 100,000
and are supported by an air force of approximately 256 operational aireraft,
a navy with about 50 combat ships afloat, and sn armored force of over 200
tanks, The navy and air force suffer from shorages of fusl and spare parts,
but the ground forces have adsquate stocks of woapons and equipments The
woakness of the Nationalists arises from divergence of purpose, lack of will
to fight, ﬁendency toward defection, the ineptitude which resulied in their
defeats on the mainland, and Cozmunist infiltration.

3. Communiat Forces for an Assault on Taiwan

The Communists are committed to taking Taiwan end have alveady
asoigned ths hOO,000-strong force of CHEN Yi to the task. CHEN's forces have
had some amphibious experience = but they have fiot yet faced problems
comparable to those involved in an assault uypon Taiwan. They have the
¢apability of concentrating and equipping a force of sufficisnt sisze to
assault the island. The major obstacle to the Communists iz the Taiwan Strait,
which ranges in width from 75 miles in its northern part to over 200 in the .
south, The crossing would in all likelohood be made by a junk armads I’hich.
the Communists are already assemblings These junks, some of which havs
guxiliary motor power, may be supplemented by elezents of the Communist navy,
made up of ex-Nationalist ships and men,

Lo Weather Conditions

During the coming winter and spring months, woather in the Taiwan
Strait, which could be a controlling factor, will not, except for sporadie
gales, preclude a crossing, Strong favorable winds continue through the winter.

SESREg=-

Declassified and Approved For Release 2013/07/29 :'CIA-RDP78-01617A000800100001-1



; \ | 00800100001-1

' : -RDP78-01617A0
Declassified and Approved For Release 2013/07/29 : CIA pry
e

k. ~—

SEGRED> -

With spring the velocity of the windg diminishes, and thers are recurring
" periods of low visibility which would fasilitate undetected crossings,
5. The Probable Course of the Campaien for Taiwan

During the period of favorable winds, junke under sail powsr along,

could eross the strait in about 30 hours, Hotorpowered Junke and vessels of
the Commmint havy could cross under gover of darkness md'di'aemb&rk advance
elements to establish a beachhead in anticipation of the arrival of ths main
Junk-borne force. MNationalist defenses appear to be organized upon thres key,
Or control, points from which they hope to meet any Communist threat with
flexible countoraction, However, the launching of the Communist operation
against Taiwan will probably precipitate native upristngs, Goinmunist—-inspired
sabotage, und Hationaliet defectionss The cumilative effect of a continuing
flow of Coamuniat re-enforcements, the disruptive &ctions of the native
Tefwanese, and the weaknesgeg inhorent in the Natiomalist allitary ssteblishe
ment makes 1t llkely that the Commmnists can contpol Teiwan 90 deys after the
first landing, |
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REPORTS AND ESTIMATES
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